SURGICAL EXPOSURE OF A MAXILLARY CUSPID 
 
Surgical exposure of a maxillary cuspid (canine tooth) is a dental procedure used to help a tooth that is impacted or hasn't erupted properly. This can happen if the tooth is stuck below the gum line or in an abnormal position in the jaw. The procedure helps the tooth come into its correct position, improving both function and appearance.
Here’s what the process typically involves, along with a simplified visual concept of what happens: 
1. Incision in the Gum: A small cut is made in the gum tissue above the impacted cuspid to expose the tooth. This is usually done under local anesthesia to ensure the patient is comfortable and pain-free. 

2. Exposure of the Tooth: Once the gum tissue is cut and pulled back, the impacted tooth is carefully exposed. Sometimes, a small portion of the bone over the tooth is also removed to help it emerge. 

3. Attachment of Bracket and Chain: An orthodontic bracket is placed on the exposed tooth, and a chain is attached to help guide the tooth into place gradually. The chain is connected to your braces, which will slowly pull the tooth into the correct position. 

4. Closing the Gum: After the bracket is in place, the gum is stitched back, and the area is allowed to heal. 

5. Post-surgical Orthodontic Appointment: The orthodontist must see the patient 10-14 days after the exposure. As soon as you know the date of the exposure, call the orthodontist’s office to also schedule this appointment.  
 
   [image: Impacted Tooth (Canine) Exposure]
image1.png




