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Cuspid (Canine) Substitution is a treatment approach used in orthodontics when a patient is missing their lateral incisors (the teeth just beside the central incisors) or when lateral incisors are too small or malformed. The treatment involves substituting the canine teeth (cuspids) to take the place of the missing or undersized lateral incisors. 
[image: Shape] 
When is Cuspid Substitution Used? 
1. Congenitally Missing Lateral Incisors: When lateral incisors are absent from birth. 
2. Extracted or Lost Lateral Incisors: Due to trauma, decay, or other reasons. 
3. Undersized Lateral Incisors: In cases like peg laterals (small, conical lateral incisors). 
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How Does Cuspid Substitution Work? 
1. Orthodontic Alignment: 
· Braces or clear aligners are used to move the canines into the lateral incisor positions. 
· The first premolars are moved forward to occupy the position of the canines. 
2. Tooth Reshaping: 
· Canines are reshaped to resemble lateral incisors. 
· This often involves reducing their pointed cusp, reshaping their edges, and sometimes contouring the gum tissue for aesthetics. 

3. Restorative Procedures (Optional): 
· Bonding, veneers, or crowns may be used to improve the appearance of reshaped canines. 


Advantages of Cuspid Substitution 
· Natural Solution: Utilizes the patient’s existing teeth. 
· Avoids Prosthetics: No need for dental implants or bridges. 
· Cost-Effective: Reduces the need for more invasive or expensive procedures. 
· Durability: Canines are strong and suited for long-term function as lateral incisors. 
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Challenges and Considerations 
1. Aesthetics: 
· Canines are larger and more pointed than lateral incisors, so reshaping is crucial for a natural appearance. 
2. Occlusion (Bite): 
· Canines play a vital role in guiding the bite. Their new position must maintain or adjust bite function properly. 
3. Timing: 
· Early diagnosis is essential, as orthodontic treatment is usually necessary to reposition the teeth. 
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Cuspid substitution is a reliable treatment option when performed by an experienced orthodontist, often in collaboration with a cosmetic dentist, to ensure both function and aesthetics are optimized. 
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